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QUERIES. 

1. THE OLD BADGES AND MOTTO OF 
THE ROYAL MARINES.-! have been 
unable to discover when the " Anchor " 
was first adopted as the badge of the 
Royal Marines, or when and in what form 
the motto" Per Mare, per Terram," made 
ts first appearance. The first Marine 
badge of which we have any pictorial 
representation, is the Garter Star, which 
appears on the flap of the curiously 
shaped Fusileer caps, worn by ten 
Marine regiments, which were disbanded 
in 1748. How or why they came to have 
that badge is another mystery. But it 
would seem to have been preserved when 
the present corps was formed by the 
Admiralty in 1755, as the badge on the 
plates of the fur Grenadier caps, dating 
from 1775, which are preserved at Forton, 
is the Anchor in an oval on a Star sur
rounded by the Laurel Wreath gained at 
Belleisle. It must be remembered that 
the Garter Star had not become the 
common property of nearly all Regiments 
as•a shako or helmet plate, as it isTat 
present, and has been for many years. 
But when the fur caps came in for the 
Grenadier Companies the Dress Regula
tions ordered that those Regiments which 
had special badges should wear them on 
the front plate together with the Grenadier 
motto," Nee Aspera Terrent." Previous 
to these regulations coming into force 
Grenadiers and Fusileers wore mitre
shaped cloth caps, the fronts of which 
were of the colour of the Regimental 
Facings. The front flaps were red with 
the White Horse of Hanover on them 
and the Grenadier motto round them. 
The Regimental Badge was placed above 
the flap with a crown above it, and 
generally fancy scroll-work on either side. 
It is recorded that the Marines wore caps 
of this shape at Belleisle. It seems prob
able therefore that their badge would 
have been the same as that worn a dozen 
years later on the fur caps of the Grenadier 
companies, but without the Laurel 
Wreath. Possibly the Anchor was super
imposed on the Garter Star-the old 
Marine Badge-when the Admiralty took 
over the Corps in 1755· May not, too, 
the White Horse-which it seems prob-

able the Marines wore on the front flaps 
of their caps in conformity with the 
general military regulations of the time
have gained them the name of " Horse 
Marines " among their shipmates, many 
or most of whom would remember the 
previous Marines who did not wear this 
Badge ? This, of course, is pure con
jecture, but it may conceivably elicit 
some item from another member of the 
Society, which may go towards discover
ing the facts. As regards the motto, 
" Per Mare, per Terram," it is certainly 
not always in this form. I have seen 
an old eight-pointed brass Star, which 
I think was probably worn on the pouch, 
on which the King's Monogram " G.R." 
is encircled by the motto, " Per Mare et 
Terram." Again on the title-page of 
Gillespie's History of the Marine Forces, 
published in 1803, the mGtto appears in 
the form "Per Mare Terramque Vinci
mus." Mr. W. Davenport Adams, in 
his book, on "Famous Regiments of the 
British Army," refers to the motto of the 
Royal Marines as being, " Ubique, per 
mare, per terram," but this, in my 
opinion, is nothing but a careless error. 
It would be very interesting to find out 
what was the original wording and when 
it first appeared.-C. F. 

2. A RusSIAN THREE "- DECKER.
ln theward-roomof the London Division 
of the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve 
there is a quaint water-colour drawing of 
a Russian three-decker, showing 46 guns 
on the starboard side. She is dressed 
with various ensigns, flies a Russian Jack, 
a flag charged with a cross-crosslet at the 
fore under a blue pennant, an Imperial 
Standard at the main, under what would 
presumably correspond nowadays in our 
own service to a masthead pennant, the 
naval ensign (cross of St. Andrew) under 
a yellow pennant at the mizen, and a 
double eagle in a blue field at the stern. 
Her decks, ports and yards are manned, 
and a guard in curious dress is mounted 
in the waist. The remarkable feature of 
the picture lies in the fact that the sails 
(the majority of which are shown full) 
and hull are painted dead black. The 
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QUERIES. 3I 

ship is saluting, and a naval barge is about 
to come alongside. Queer monsters of 
the deep are shown swimming in the calm 
blue sea. The only certain clue to the 
identity of the ship would seem to lie in 
the paper used by the artist, which is 
watermarked 1843. 

Did some member of the Russian 
Imperial family pay a State visit to the 
English Court in that year ?-L. McC-G. 

3. MATTHEW BISHOP. - Probably 
some of the members of the Society are 
acquainted with the Life and A dventuYes 
of Matthew Bishop, some time of Ded
dington, in Oxfordshire. The period 
covered by the book in question is from 
1701 to 1713, but it does not appear 
to have been published until 1744· The 
autobiography appears to be genuine. 
Bishop first went to sea in the Swift, 
and was present at the capture of Vigo, 
at the taking of Gibraltar, and at the 
battle of Malaga. He afterwards served 
in the BYeda and in the Fox. When the 
last ship paid off at Plymouth, he married 
and lived on shore until his wife died. 
Then he joined the Army and served at 
Oudenarde and at Malplaquet. There 
are many interesting references both to 
the land and sea services. When he 
left the Army he says that he wrote 
these lines :-
God and a soldier men alike adore, 
When at the brink of danger, not before; 
The danger past, alike are both requited ; 
God is forgot, and the brave soldier 

slighted. 
I should like to know if any earlier 
reference to this verse has been found, 
for sometimes the word " sailor " in the 
first and fourth lines is quoted in
stead of the word" soldier." Probably, 
if Bishop was really the author, he having 
been both sailor and soldier, used the 
latter term in the wider sense of a 
military servant of the crown.-L. F. W. 

4r. BASTON's SHIPS. - A complete 
copy of Thomas Baston's" Twenty-Two 
Prints of Several of the Capital Ships 
of His Majesty's Royal Navy" does not 
appear to exist. Separate prints tum 
up pretty frequently, but no one appears 
to have ever attempted to make out a 
complete list, and in some cases,!although 
the prints are numbered, they have no 
titles. I have endeavoured from those 
I have seen to make out a list, as follows, 

but it will be noticed that three out of the 
22 are missing, and in some cases I have 
given a title indicative of the subject. 

(1) The Royal Sovereign's dimensions. 
(Du Bose). 

(2) A Sea Fight. (J. Sartor). 
(4) View of Some of Yr. Majesty's 

Ships. (J. Sartor). 
(5) The Royal George. (J. Cole). 
(7) The Britannia. (E. Kirkall). 
(8) The Blenheim. (E. Kirkall). 
(9) The Barfleur. (J. Harris). 
(10) A Sea Piece. (J. Harris). 
(12) Two Men-of-War and some Small 

Craft. (J. Harris). 
(13) Seven Vessels, all looking like 

Men-of-War, under sail. (J. Sartor). 
(14) Cod, Herring, and Whale Fishery. 

(E. Kirkall). 
(15) Greenland Fishery. (E. Kirkall). 
(16) Five Vessels, presumably Men-of-

War, under sail. (J. Sartor). 
(17) A Storm. (J. Sartor). 
(18) A Wreck. (J. Sartor). 
(19) Four Ships, apparently a meeting 

at sea. (J. Sartor). 
(2o) A Storm at Sea. (E. Kirkall). 
(21) A Man-of-War on Fire. (E. 

Kirkall). · 
(22) Ships at Anchor in Calm Sea. 
(E. Kirkall). 
The missing prints in this list are Nos. 

3, 6, and 11, and the title-page, which I 
believe is illustrated. Further informa
tion on the subject from members would 
be appreciated.-0. M. N. 

5. SPRIT SAILS AND GAFF SAILS.
What is known of the origin of either 
sprit sails or gaff sails? It is easy enough 
to imagine the development of the lateen 
or the various forms of the lug from the 
square sail, but it is harder to see how 
these abaft-the-mast sails began. Judging 
from present practice in the East, the 
sprit sail has probably an independent 
origin. How do the various forms of fore
and-aft sails compare in regard to 
antiquity ?-F. K. I. 

6. SUPERSTITIONS. - Jal, in his 
article on " Sailor's Superstitions,'' in 
he Glossaire N autique, has mentioned 
the goguelin, a sprite who was given the 
credit for every mischievous prank that 
could not be directly traced to a member 
of the crew. He considered the name 
to be the same as gobelin. Was any 
such hobgoblin known in English ships ?
R. M. N. 
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